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LIBERTY
Elder L. Lionel Kendrick

The events of September 11, 2001 have been
unprecedented in the history of this great land of
liberty. They have given cause for all to pause and
ponder the principle of liberty and to put life in its
proper prospective.

In the scriptures, liberty is also referred to as
freedom and agency. It is the power to choose for
oneself between good and evil. It is an inalienable
right of all of Heavenly Father’s children (see
D&C 98:5).

It is eternal in nature as it existed in the pre-
earth life. Liberty is the foundational principle in
the Plan of Salvation. Each of Heavenly Father’s
spiritual children had the opportunity to choose to
follow the Savior or to follow Satan in the War in
Heaven (see D&C 29:36).

This was the beginning of the battle between good
and evil, between choice and control, between
liberty and limits, between light and darkness,
between freedom and force.



The battle from the beginning that will be the
fight to the finish will be for the choices that we
make. The quality of these choices is dependent
upon knowing what is true. Truth is essential for
a person to be truly free. We are counseled “Ye
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:32). The freedom to function is
predicated upon the existence of a free society
where faith prevails over fear.

America, the land of liberty, was founded and
defended by heroes and martyrs. We have once
again seen real heroes in action, some of whom
paid the ultimate price in attempting to save
others.

SPIRITUAL ROOTS

This nation is great because of its divine
origin and destiny and because it was founded
with deep spiritual roots.

1. Columbus

The hand of the Lord directed the voyage
of Columbus to America. This
accomplishment was considered in its




time to be greater than putting a man on
the moon in our time.

The Holy Gheost inspired Columbus in his
search for the new world. Columbus
acknowledged the influence of the Spirit
in his life:

“From my first youth onward, I was a
seaman and have continued until this
day. I have spoken...with learned
man...The Lord was well disposed to
my desire, and he bestowed upon me
courage, and understanding,
knowledge of seafaring. He gave me
in abundance of astrology...and of
geometry and astronomy likewise.

He gave me joy and cunning in
drawing maps...our Lord unlocked my
mind, sent me upon the sea, and gave
me the fire for the deed. Those who
heard of my enterprise called it foolish,
mocked me and laughed. But who can
doubt but that the Holy Ghost inspired

me?”



(Jacob Wasserman, Columbus, J) s/

Quixote of the Seas, cited in The

Great Prologue, p. 26)

Signers of the Declaration of
Independence

The signers of the Declaration of
Independence were inspired men. T} e
had great courage and expressed a
righteous resolve.

“We mutually pledge to each other ous
lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor."

One out of nine of these inspired men
gave their lives for the cause of liberty
Eighteen were wealthy men, seventees
suffered total property loss. In spite o#
these loses, none lost their sacred hono# ;

there was not a single defector, even w4er

it seemed that victory would be
impossible.



LAND OF LIBERTY

This great land of liberty has been established
by the Lord as a place that His children may be
free (see 3 Nephi 21 *4). It is here in this land of
liberty that the Lord inspired the Constitution as
the divine law of governance. He counseled:

“And that law of the land which is
constitutional, supporting the principle of
Jreedom in maintaining rights and
privileges, belong to all mankind, and is
Justifiable before me...I the Lord God made
you free, therefore ye are Jree indeed; and
the law also maketh you free.” (D&C
98:5,8) (see also D&C 101:76- 77).

Our America the beautiful is hallowed and
sacred soil. It is the place that was prepared for
the restoration of the Gospel. It is the place that
has the governance of His Church and Kingdom
on the earth today. It is the place to which He will
return in His power and majestic glory.

It is the place that the agency of man can be freely
exercised as it was ordained to do so by the Lord
when He proclaimed:



“That every man may act in doctrine and
example...according to the moral agency
which I have given unto him, and every
man may be accountable for his own sins
in the Day of Judgment.” (D&C 101:78).

In the dedicatory prayer for the Kirtland
Temple the Prophet Joseph Smith pleaded with

the Lord:

“Have mercy, O Lord, upon all the nations
of the earth; have mercy upon the rulers of
our land; may those principles, which were
S0 honorably and nobly defended, namely,
the constitution of our land, by our fathers,
be established forever.” (D&C 109:54).

This great land of liberty was destined to
come forth to fulfill its divine purposes. It was to
be the land of promise, the land of liberty, and
indeed a choice land. After his arrival, Lehi

proclaimed:

“...we have obtained a land of promise, a land
which is choice above all other lands; a land
which the Lord God hath covenanted...unto me
and to my children forever, and also all those







