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Cedar City, Utah
July 13, 2003

Sons of the Utah Pioneers
Cedar City, Utah
George Slack - President

Dear George,

On the evening of June 29, 2003, I and some of my family attended the program presented by the
Master Singers. It was great, and I enclose a small donation.

I am proud to be a member of the Master Singers, and I am proud to be a descendant of several
choice people who were all instrumental in the settlement of Southern Utah.

I moved to Cedar City in the fall of 1946 to teach Vocational Agriculture at the High School. 1
knew of my Great Grandfather, Isaac Chauncey Haight, but I didn’t know a lot about him.

Little bits of information filtered in to me indicating that he was heavily involved in the Mountain
Meadows Massacre. I thought I should do a little checking to see just how bad he was.

I read Juanita Brook’s book on Mountain Meadows, and according to her he gave an impassioned
speech that more or less lit the fuse that caused the Massacre.

I was impelled to research this out and I have good proof that he had not even heard of the
Fancher party when he gave his speech. He was referring to Johnston’s Army when he gave that
speech.

I have done a lot more research and have found him to be one of the Great Men of the West.
I have prepared the attached article to prove that he was dealt with very unjustly in many aspects
of his life. 1 hope that you will read it and if you have comments please let me hear from you.

I am proud of my other great grandfather who helped settle Cedar City. Isaac C. Haight was the
first Mayor of Cedar City and John Chatterley was the seventh.

Respectfully,
&Wwﬂ‘ L/ﬁ’é 4
Elmer F. Cox /

264 S. 800 W.
Cedar City, UT 84720

PH. 586-6940
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ISAAC CHAUNCY HAIGHT ONE OF THE GREAT MEN OF THE WEST
by Elmer F. Cox - Great Grandson--Revised 4 June, 2003

Some time ago I wrote a Biography of Isaac C. Haight, but I would like to write much more to
show what a great man he was. I would like to cover some of the great injustices which were
imposed upon him in his lifetime, and why he was one of the Great Men of the West.

Isaac Chauncey Haight was born 27 May 1813 in Wyndham, Green County, New York, to Caleb
Haight and Keturah Horton.

Isaac, reporting on his early life states, “There was nothing transpiring in the early part of my life
that is worthy of note. Being of a light and buoyant spirit, I engaged in all of the gay (not today’s
definition) amusements of the circles in which I was brought up”.

On 31 Dec 1836 he married Eliza Ann Snider.

On 3 Mar 1839 they were both baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

On Mar 1839 he was ordained to the office of Elder.

“In the fall of 1839 the Baptist Church sent their priest to labor and reclaim me from the error of
my ways but he being instructed only in the traditions of the fathers and not in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ was easily confounded and went home quite disappointed and requested me to meet with
the Church and answer for myself before the Deacons. 1 gladly accepted the invitation and on the
day appointed I met with the Church to be tried for heresy. They gave me the privilege to express
my sentiments which I gladly accepted. I set forth the order of the true Church with apostles,
prophets and with all the gifts of the gospel which was all new to them and they wanted me to
meet with them again. I did so and after much talk, wherein I set forth the principles of the
Gospel they cut me off for embracing the doctrine of the Mormons™.

“In the spring of 1841 I commenced preaching in company with Elder Brown. God blessed our
labors so that we built up a branch of about 40 members. I had the happiness to see my father,
Mother, one brother and two sisters baptized into the new and everlasting covenant. I was
chosen and appointed to preside over the Church in that area. Elder Brown left and I took charge
of the Church. Ilabored diligently that next season baptizing, confirming and building up the
Church.

In the fall of 1842 I went on a mission to Green County. I labored there about three months,
broke down much prejudice and baptized my cousin, Mr Carbine. Many others believed but were
not ready so they put it off until another time. And being directed by the spirit I bade them
farewell and returned home feeling that I was wanted there.

When I arrived home I found the Church in confusion in consequence of the bad use of the gift of
tongues, but they were soon restored to peace. Ibegan to feel that it was the time to gather up
with the Saints to Nauvoo. Accordingly I, with some others, set about getting ready to go and
dwell with the Saints in Zion.” (Isaac C. Haight)

On 7 June 1842, Isaac C. Haight, his wife and five year old Caroline Eliza, in company with nine
wagons, started for Nauvoo, Illinois. After slow progress, because of heavy loaded wagons, Isaac
C. Haight was persuaded to take charge of the company’s goods and travel by water, leaving his
wife and small daughter to travel with the wagon train. He arrived in Nauvoo July 5. His family
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and the wagons arrived July 24.

On August 2, Isaac C. Haight was taken with a high fever and was confined to his bed for five
weeks. During this time his wife was dangerously ill also. Isaac stated, “by the grace of God we
were finally restored to health.”

From July 5, 1842 until June 18, 1843, Isaac C. Haight and his family worked and worshiped with
the Saints in Nauvoo, but on June 18 he left for his second mission back to the former home in
New York. He found much prejudice among his own people but finally succeeded to break it
down and converted a goodly number of people who were dear to him. It was on his return from
the mission that he took his parents back with him to live among the Saints at Nauvoo.

And while he was in Nauvoo Isaac C. Haight received his Patriarchal Blessing by Hyrum Smith.

“In December 1843 Isaac C. Haight was chosen, one among forty trusted men, to guard the
prophet Joseph and to keep a strict watch over the city of Nauvoo by night and day. In the early
spring of 1844, the guard was dismissed because the Prophet thought he could guard himself.”
(Charlotte Haight Esplin)

On June 1, 1844, organized mobs began their attacks, and as a member of the Nauvoo Legion
Isaac C. Haight was on duty much of the time. Isaac Haight was one of the twenty close friends
of the Prophet who were chosen to accompany him to Carthage.

Within four miles of Carthage the party was met by the Governor of Illinois, and they were forced
to return to Nauvoo to deliver the arms of the Nauvoo Legion over to the Governor’s officers.

December 19, 1845, “Was called upon to go to the House of the Lord to receive my washing and
anointing and endowment. My soul rejoices in the things of the Kingdom. Well might David say
that one day in the House of My God was worth a Thousand.”

On January 24, 1845, with wife, Eliza Ann Snider, Isaac Haight went to the temple to attend to
the sealing ordinance and be married according to the Law of God by the Holy Priesthood.

On July 13, 1846 Isaac C. Haight met with the Saints for the first time in four months. At that
meeting, the United States Army officers were present, and Brigham Young asked that five
hundred men volunteer for service in the United States Army to go to Santa Fe. Isaac C. Haight
volunteered, but he was not taken because Brigham Young considered his service needed to build
homes and care for the needs of the wives and children of the men who went into the Army - the
Mormon Battalion. He was appointed one of the bishops in Winter Quarters and also a
Policeman.

On August 12, 1846 Isaac Haight was appointed foreman of the 5™ division at Mt. Pisgah

On June 13, 1847 they left their homes at Winter Quarters. “The weather was fine. The ground
was good for roads. We traveled five wagons abreast - five hundred and sixty -seven wagons. All
are in good health and good spirits.” Isaac C. Haight was captain of the first ten wagons of the
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Daniel Spencer unit of one hundred wagons. His father Caleb Haight was among them also. On
September 21, 1847, Isaac wrote: “Came over the mountain 8 miles to the border of the Great
Valley and had the pleasure to gaze on the place that is destined to be the future home for the
Saints and a resting place from the face of our enemies.”

During August of 1839, Isaac C. Haight, with a rescue party, went 240 miles to Sweet Water to
help President young who was traveling with a company of Saints whose animals had been
poisoned. President Young and his company were heart sick and discouraged, but they arrived in
the valley in good condition.

Isaac C. Haight was elected to the Territorial Legislature which was to meet in January 1850, but
in spite of that Isaac was seriously considering joining the Mormon emigrants leaving for
California. He felt that Eliza Ann, His wife, who was reared in moderate wealth, should have
comforts and conveniences for the rest of her life. President Young chastised him and told him to
prepare to go on a mission to Europe.

On November 9, 1849 Isaac was one of fifty men appointed to explore Southern Utah under the
leadership of Parley P. Pratt. Bidding adieu to all that was dear to him on earth, on November 23,
1849 he started on his perilous exploration. Again he was chosen captain of the first ten. They
left their homes during a blizzard. A bitter winter set in early and they were constantly
accompanied by wind, snow and Indians. They were never attacked by Indians but, neither were
they ever out of danger of ambush. They lost several head of their livestock.

A meeting was held on December 25. David Fulmer was chosen president and Isaac C. Haight
was chosen captain and clerk. Many of the thirty men who were left in the camp, which is now
the city of Parowan, were ill and suffering from severe frostbite.

During the day they searched for minerals and explored for all the natural resources. In the
evening they sang and prayed in thanks and gratitude to God.

Much of the time the weather was 30 degrees below zero, and their food consisted of flour stirred
into boiling water. As they neared Fort Utah, Brother Pratt went ahead and sent men with food
and fresh animals to bring the half-starved and exhausted men home.

On February 2, 1850 Isaac C. Haight arrived home, and thanked God that he and members of his
family were still alive. His family - two wives, two sons and two daughters, were proud and
happy to be with their father, who on February 4, 1850 (Isaac) was recalled. “Was called to take
my seat in the General Assembly of the State of Deseret as a member of the House of
Representatives.”

April 6, 1850, at General Conference, with five other men, Isaac C. Haight was appointed to go
to England on a mission. After enduring the privations and the fatigue of that winter he was again
called upon to leave his dear ones and serve his Church. He records in his journal: April 19, 1850,
left my home, bidding adieu to my family and all that is dear to me on earth, to go to England on a
mission, being set apart for that purpose on the 13™ instance by the laying on of hands by







