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'have chogen to write about Kichi Murakarni, my great-great grandma who never gave
up. Kichi wag born on the 27th of Auguet, [89L in Yuno Vilage, a small fiching and farming
community near Fukushima, Japan. She wae the eighth chid of ten kids, with ceven brothere
and two gigters. At age 18 Kichi life hore by hergelf to be a picture bride in the U.S. territory of
Hawat'

When Japanese men working on the Hawaiian sugar cane plantations wanted 1o get
married, they cent a picture of themeelves to their families in Japan with a note eaying, “I want
to get married!” The guy’e family would then find a cingle girl from a good family, and chow her
the picture of their son. If the girl caid “yes” she would cend her picture to the quy in Hawail. If
he said “yee” the girl would move to Hawaii and marry the quy!

Kichi traveled over 165 mileg from her village to Yokohama Harbor, where ehe boarded 4
boat called the USS Manchuria on New Year’s Day, (910. She wag on the USS Manchuria for
23 difficult days before getting o Hawai'i. Once there, she met the man he wag eupposed to
marry. Hie name wage Mateugoro Murakami. He wag born on Auguet 27, 1887, and wag 22
years old at the time. They got married on January 25, 1910, two days after ehe got there.

Soon after that, Kichi started helping Mateugoro cut and burn sugar cane on the Big
ldland in Hawaii. Cutting sugar cane requires a lot of hard work in the hot eun. Ten years later
they moved to Kahuku on the North Shore of the igland of Oahu, to work on & plantation there.
After another 10 years, they moved to Honolulu and lived in the came neighborhood where |
moved from lagt year!

Mateugoro and Kichi had six kide . One of her ix kide named Chiyoko died after getting
injured by some farm equiptment on the plantation. In (931, her hugband Mateugoro died at the
age of 44 Kichi lived ag a widow for 45 yearg after.
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Kichi lived in Honolulu during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, which wag only
about 10 miles away from her home. Many people in the United States were cugpicioug of
Japanege people, becauge of the war. [n February of 1942, Oregident Franklin D. Roogevelt
signed Executive order 9066, which gent 120,000 people with Japanese blood, including
Japanese-Americang to concentration campg on the mainland. There wag one concentration
camp on Sand lgland, but Kichi, and many other Japanege people in Hawaii, didn’t have to move
to the camp or be shipped to the mainland. At thig time, there were over 160,000 people with
Japanege blood living in Hawai'i, and they made up over 1/3 of the people. Even with the order
from the Pregident, local military leaders General Walter Short and hig replacerment Lieutenant
General Delog C. Emmong, disagreed. They didn’t find any cages of digloyalty or betrayal from
the local Japanese, and thought that removing that many people, would be bad for the
community.

Ingtead of being cent to a concentration camp, che and her neighbors were placed under
houge arrest in their neighborhood, that wag mogtly Japanege. Soldiers with machine gune were
placed at each end of their etreet. [ don’t know how Kichi felt about thig, but living with oldier
and machine gung at the end of your etreet requires a lot of courage.

The US Bovernment forced the Japanese people in the campe and under houge arregt o
prove their loyalty by burning their Japanece cultural iterg, school booke, and family photos.
Since the Murakarmie were descendants of Samurai, Kichi had to burn ewordg, family creete,
and a photo of her grandfather riding a horee next to the Emperor of Japan.

My great-great grandmother, Kichi Murakami died at age 85 on the 27+h of
September, [976. She ig buried at Nu'uanu Memorial Park. So a¢ you can gee Kichi Murakami
wag 4 very courageous and hard working woman!
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